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Romanian religious and laic books were printed in the printing house 

from Buda starting with 1780. The progress of the typography was 
particularly due to the representatives of the Transylvanian School (Şcoala 
Ardeleană): Samuil Micu, Gheorghe Şincai and Petru Maior, who carried 
their activity as censors and press correctors. 

The graphic aspect of the books and publications that came out in 
Buda has hardly drawn the researchers’ attention so far. In this respect, it 
was Gh. Oprescu who made himself conspicuous with the book The 
Romanian Graphic Arts in the 19th Century, vol. I, Bucharest, 1942. Buda, a 
cosmopolitan center, receiving ideas from various directions, particularly 
from the Western countries, allowed the development of a remarkable 
centre, which influenced many peoples, the Romanians being included too. 
This explains why in this big Hungarian city, situated on the Danube, the 
books were decorated not only with woodcuts but also with puncheon prints 
and with lithography. 

Both iconographically and stylistically the engravings in the church 
books were executed according to the Byzantine tradition to which several 
elements of Occidental art pertaining to the Renaissance and to the Baroque 
were added. 

The Romanian books printed in Râmnic, Blaj, Bucharest and Sibiu 
might have been sources of inspiration for these works. Puncheon prints can 
also be found in the church books. Very interesting puncheon prints could 
be found in the laic books as well. For the Romanian culture, these books 
are original, both in regard of the theme and of the manner of execution, 
which is of Western type. The engravers who decorated the books from 
Buda have foreign names, particularly German, and they originated, as their 
signatures prove, from Vienna, Pesta and Buda. 

Even if qualitatively the engravings from Buda are not so skillfully 
accomplished, they are more varied in regard of their themes and the 
technical execution than those of the books printed on the territory of 
Romania. 


